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Practical discussions at HYDRO 2020
	Hydropower & Dams
	October 27, 2020

HYDRO 2020 (Monday 26 October), with more than 500 participants.
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   HYDRO 2020 opened on line, with more than 500 participants logged in (those viewing in Central European Time) to hear opening messages from ICOLD President Michael Rogers and Secretary-General Michel de Vivo, ICOLD Hon President and CHINCOLD Secretary-General Dr Jia Jinsheng, RE Market Analyst at the International Energy Agency, Pravin Karki, Global Lead for Hydropower and Dams at the World Bank.
Together they outlined global challenges, but also had positive messages for the increasing role of renewable energy and water infrastructure in the post-COVID recovery period.
Alison Bartle, Aqua-Media International, reviewed hydro development around the world, drawing attention to the resilience of the hydro industry in progressing with projects under construction, despite the challenges of the current year. Referring to the conversion of HYDRO 2020 to a virtual event, she felt that this event should be regarded as a communication bridge between Porto and Strasbourg, and hoped that the conference would simulate a ‘live’ one as closely as is possible in the present circumstances.
She reported that the registered delegates represented at least 56 nations and more were continuing to join, to watch sessions later in the week.
A total of 12 sessions followed, in four parallel sessions, with civil topics encompassing design, construction and refurbishment, the increasing use of digital systems, challenging site conditions, and materials for dams, with a focus on RCC dams, CFRDs, and applications of geomembranes. Case studies were described in Asia, Africa and Europe.
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Peter Otto of UEGCL, Uganda, describes the refurbishment scheme for the Kiira and Nalubaale powerplants in his country.

Another track focused on hydro potential and development opportunities, as well as transboundary schemes, with several talks covering Africa and Asia, and input from the Global Lead on Water Resources at the World Bank.
Financial, legal and contractual issues were addressed in three sessions, with speakers presenting on risk management, insurance-related issues and financing tools. The financial sector is well represented at the conference, with experts from the World Bank Group contributing to many sessions, as well as financial consultants, and delegates from the Asian Development Bank.
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John Reynolds shares his experience of landslide hazards, while chairing a session on challenging sites for hydro plants.

Three sessions looked at research, technology and operational issues relating to hydraulic machinery, with talks on improving efficiency, dealing with silt abrasion, cavitation monitoring, and reducing vibrations.
In the virtual coffee breaks, participants had the opportunity to visit exhibitors and set up meetings with colleagues sharing common interests; feedback already suggests that good use has been made of the virtual system.

[image: alt]

Behind the scenes at the control centre of HYDRO 2020: preparing presentations for four parallel tracks.


[image: Mavel]







	Previous Article
	Read More +
	Next Article



Myanmar seeks consulting services for large-scale rehabilitation project
	October 26, 2020
	Hydropower & Dams

Expressions of interest are invited by 19 November for an international consultant on the rehabilitation of five large hydro schemes.
+



Prequalification applications invited for contractors for Rivière des Anguilles dam in Mauritius
	October 29, 2020
	Hydropower & Dams

The project is planned to make use of the water resources of the Rivière des Anguilles in order to meet demand up to about 2050 for water supply and irrigation in the southern part of the Indian Ocean island nation.
+






[image: Aqua-Media International]
Aqua~Media International Ltd is the publisher of The International Journal on Hydropower and Dams, and the organizer of the HYDRO, ASIA and AFRICA event series.
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Journal
The bi-monthly International Journal on Hydropower & Dams features research papers, case studies, project updates, business and financial news, and policy papers aiming to help advance the state-of-the-art of dam engineering and hydropower development.
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Special Publications
World Atlas of Hydropower & Dams 2023
Energy data from more than 180 countries and guide to companies and organizations active in hydro and dams.

Maps & Posters
Technical maps and posters highlighting key hydro and dam projects worldwide.

Event Proceedings
Books, CDs and USBs of papers from the HYDRO, ASIA and AFRICA series of events.
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Our Conferences & Exhibitions
Our programme of international events bring together experts from across the industry to explore the latest technical innovations, financial and operational challenges and new development opportunities.
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Upcoming Events
SOLAR-HYDRO 2024 (REGISTRATION OPEN)
22 and 23 April, 2024, France

92nd ICOLD Annual Meeting & International Symposium on Dams for People, Water, Environment and Development
Please note the amended dates for the Annual Meeting - 29 September to 3rd October 2024, India

HYDRO 2024 – SECURE TECHNOLOGY FOR TURBULENT TIMES
18-20 November 2024, Austria
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